
MSC Travel Soccer Program 
Adopted: 1 June 2017 

Revised: 1  June 2017 
 

 

All policies and procedures are subject to change in order to maintain the Monroeville 
Soccer Club's compliance with PA West rules and regulations. 

 
Monroeville Soccer Club 

Page 1 of 5 

MSC Travel Soccer Program 

Program Description 

The Monroeville Soccer Club (MSC) Travel soccer program affords MSC youth the opportunity to 

play competitive soccer against teams from other localities in western Pennsylvania.  Players 

interested in competing at a more competitive level than that offered by the MSC In-house program 

are encouraged to try out for a Travel team.  To join a Travel team, players must attend at least one 

of the scheduled tryouts for their age group.  Full information regarding tryouts is given below.  MSC 

Travel teams include boys and girls in the U10 to U14 age groups in the fall and spring of each year. 

In addition there may be opportunities for players U15 and above in either the fall or spring, 

depending on the amount of interest from prospective players.  

Travel teams play on Sundays and games can be scheduled for any time from 12:00 pm on.  Roster 

sizes, the number of players on the field, and general rules and regulations can be found on the PA 

West website.  PA West will determine the number of games scheduled for each individual team; 

this number will be between six and eight games per session.  In general, Travel teams are formed 

in the fall for a full playing season, August to June. Travel teams usually practice twice per week, but 

the actual number of practices is at the coach’s discretion 

Travel soccer has a number of levels of play ranging from Division 6, the lowest, to Division 1, the 

highest.  Divisions 5 and 6 play within the East District of PA West; travel is limited to roughly an 

hour’s drive.  Division 4 is the highest level of play in Sunday Travel games and can involve travel 

within the western half of Pennsylvania as well as northern West Virginia.  Travel teams will be 

placed into the division in which they are expected to be the most competitive for the athletes.  It 

would be very unusual for MSC to field a team in Divisions 1, 2 or 3, the PA West Classic Division 

which plays on Saturday. 

MSC by-laws require, with some exceptions, that all players receive at least 50% playing time in 

each game.  This is more restrictive than the PA West requirement that Division 5 and 6 coaches 

must give all players at least 50% of the total game time.   

Individuals interested in coaching can contact the MSC Travel Coordinator whose contact 

information can be found on the MSC website.  All Travel coaches must meet PA West requirements 

for coaching licensure.  At the time of adoption of this policy, this requirement is met by the USSF F 

license or higher, or by equivalents from US Youth Soccer or NSCAA.  PA West offers courses for 

those who are interested in obtaining a license.  In addition, a Travel coach must have Pennsylvania 

Act 153 of 2014 clearances valid through the 30th of June of the upcoming season. 
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Background and Purpose 

MSC has established these Policies & Procedures with regard to competitive Travel team tryouts 

and team formation in an effort to provide a consistent, fair, and equitable environment for both 

players and teams in which all parties may best meet their needs and aspirations with respect to 

competitive soccer. 

MSC Travel teams are selected using a combination of player tryouts and coaches’ evaluations.  

These evaluations are completed by coaches currently coaching tryout aged players (Travel and In-

house) and by U8 coaches coaching players who will be moving up to the U10 division the following 

season.  The tryout process is for the use of MSC to assist in choosing players for the upcoming 

Travel season.  The results or placing of players within these evaluations will not be made public.  

There will be no written or verbal evaluation given to the player or parent upon completion of the 

tryouts.   

Attendance at all tryouts is preferable; however, at least one tryout must be attended unless prior 

arrangements have been made with the MSC Board or its designee.  In particular, new players and 

first-year Travel players are encouraged to attend all tryout sessions for their age group.  Attendance 

at multiple tryouts does not hurt a Travel team candidate and can only help his or her evaluations. 

In the event there are not enough tryout attendees within an age group/gender (usually in the case 

of older age groups) in order to form a team, one may still be formed by the assigned coach, who will 

be responsible for recruiting additional players.  Any player who attended a tryout will be 

automatically placed on the Travel team before any player who did not attend tryouts, but joined the 

team at a later date.  

Players who do not get placed onto a Travel team will still have the opportunity to register for the In-

house program and be placed onto an In-house team.  These players are encouraged to play In-

house, practice year-round and tryout the following year.  Tryouts, in this case, are meant to 

continue to fairly evaluate players, year-to-year, and allow fluid movement of players onto the 

appropriate teams.  There are always “bubble” players who are very comparable with each other 

who may or may not get chosen for a Travel team.  Children should be encouraged to do their best 

and be prepared for these tryouts both mentally and physically. 

 

Policies and Procedures 

It is imperative that the policies and procedures outlined in this document are adhered to by 

everyone involved in the Travel soccer program. 

I) Player Evaluations 

 All coaches must complete and submit player evaluations for the team and season coached. 
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 Age Group Coordinators will supply all coaches (for their respective age group) with a player 

evaluation form during the spring season. Only an MSC approved player evaluation form 

may be used.  Coaches’ player evaluations are an integral part of the team placement 

process. 

 In order to be considered valid, all player evaluations must be submitted to the respective 

Age Group Coordinator, Development Coordinator, and/or designated representative. 

 Player evaluations must be submitted no more than one week after completion of the season 

at a date to be determined by the respective age group coordinator. 

 Age Group Coordinators will share player evaluations with other age group coordinators for 

players moving into a new age group. 

 

II) Travel Committee 

 The Travel Committee will be formed during the spring session for the purposes of 

developing the tryout plan and forming teams upon completion of the evaluation process. 

 The Travel Committee will be appointed by the President and should consist of a minimum of 

five (5) board members including the Travel Coordinator, serving as committee chair, and the 

Development Coordinator.  Members of MSC who are not members of the board may be 

placed on the committee if there are fewer than five (5) board members interested in serving 

on the committee.  

 Membership of the Travel Committee shall be limited to seven (7) individuals. 

 

III) Tryouts 

 Tryouts are intended to evaluate a player’s ability to play soccer with children of the same 

age group and to supplement player evaluations in the team placement process. 

 Tryouts will be open to all registered players and all registrants are expected to attend 

tryouts. 

 Tryouts will be held for the fall Travel session and teams will, in general, stay together in the 

spring session. 

 Tryouts will include an appropriate warm-up, several skills challenges, and age-appropriate 

small-sided games and scrimmages. 

 Only an MSC approved tryout evaluation form may be used to evaluate players at a tryout. 

 Prior to tryouts, a tryout plan will be developed by the Travel Committee. 

 The tryout plan must be reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors. The tryout plan 

should include: 

o The number of tryout sessions in each age group and their duration, 

o How players will be matched against each other during the tryout process and 

o The tryout evaluators and their credentials 

 Evaluators who have children participating in the tryouts shall not be allowed to participate in 

the evaluation of children in the same age group(s) and gender(s) as their child(ren). 
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 In the event that MSC fields U15 - U19 teams, players will not be required to attend a tryout 

for these teams.  

 

IV) Team Placement 

 Team continuity from season to season shall not be a consideration in team formation. 

 All teams will be formed with the intent that they be competitive in the age group, gender and 

division into which they are placed.  In this context, “competitive” means that the expectation 

of the Travel Committee is that the team will neither dominate nor be dominated by other 

teams in the group. 

 Prior to the placement meeting, each member of the Travel Committee shall be provided with 

the anonymous evaluation data and will create a proposed ranking of players based upon all 

information available. This ranking will only be used as a guide during the placement 

process. 

 The Travel Committee will determine the overall number of teams based on the registration 

and tryout player numbers, with the intent of maximizing the number of prospective Travel 

players placed onto a Travel team. 

 The Travel Committee will determine the initial team placement for each player by committee 

consensus at the placement meeting. 

 Each prospective Travel coach will be asked to provide input regarding his or her prospective 

roster prior to finalization. 

 The Travel Committee will use all information available in order to make roster decisions. 

 All player placement discussions are considered confidential and should not be disseminated 

outside the placement meeting. 

 Roster spots may be held for tentatively assigned players. 

 In order for a player to play up an age group, the player’s parents must submit a written 

request to the Board of Directors. The decision to allow a player to play at a higher age 

group must adhere to league rules and be approved by the Board of Directors, following the 

MSC Playing Up in Age Group Policy.  It is recommended that this request be made in time 

for a decision to be reached before the beginning of tryouts, so that, if the request is 

approved, the player can tryout with the older age group. 

 MSC reserves the right to ask players to play up in age (in order to fill out a team, for 

example).  In this case it will not be necessary for a parent or guardian to appear before the 

Board, per the MSC Playing Up in Age Group Policy. 

 Nothing in this policy shall preclude the formation of mixed-gender teams playing in boys’ 

leagues.  A player not wishing to be placed on such a team must so indicate at the time of 

registration for tryouts. 
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V) Coach Selection 

 Factors such as licensure (USSF and NSCAA), coaching and playing experience, parent and 

player feedback, timely submission of player evaluations, and Travel Coordinator 

recommendations will be used to select coaches. 

 All coaching assignments will be made by the Travel Committee if more than one coach has 

volunteered.  

 

VI) Roster Approval 

 No individual may release team placement information until rosters have been approved by 

the Travel Committee. 

 Travel soccer rosters will be presented to the MSC Board of Directors for review immediately 

following the Travel Committee meeting finalization.  No vote by the Board will be required 

on Travel rosters. Any questions or discussion by the Board shall be addressed prior to 

player notification which should occur no earlier than one (1) week after the roster finalization 

but no later than the end of the first full week of July.  

 All tryout and evaluation data shall be saved for the season and be available for review upon 

request by a Board Member.  

 

VII) Roster Adjustments 

 Occasionally, due to various reasons (a player quits, a coach is needed, parental request, 

etc.); roster adjustments need to be made after the Travel Committee has finalized rosters. 

The following methodology must be followed to resolve any, and all, roster issues. 

o The respective Travel Coordinator, or designee if the Travel Coordinator is 

unavailable, must oversee the roster resolution process. 

o Only those individuals necessary need to be involved in the roster resolution 

process. 

o The prospective Travel coach, if there is one, needs to be involved in roster 

resolution and his or her opinion should carry the most weight in resolving the issue. 

o Because the roster issue will inevitably involve multiple teams, it is advised to wait 

until coach selection has occurred before attempting to resolve the roster issue. 

If those involved in the decision making process are unable to reach an equitable resolution, the 

matter must be escalated to the MSC Board of Directors. The Board of Directors will then make the 

final decision on the roster issue. 


